MARRIAGE
conception of what a lover should be. As early as 1807
we find her contrasting his behaviour to her at a
theatre unfavourably with that of George, newly
engaged to Lady Elizabeth Foster's daughter, Caroline.
"I could not help remarking the difference between a
husband and a lover!" she commented. "George had
been an hour and a half at the play before William
appeared." Once the honeymoon excitement was
over, William's affection had settled down into a
tranquil sunshiny sentiment in keeping with his
personality. This was so unlike Caroline's idea of
love that she began to doubt if he was in love at
all
Here she was wrong. But it was true that William
was not ideally suited to her. In spite of all her faults,
Caroline was not altogether to blame for the failure
of her marriage. At nineteen years old the good in her
was still partly uncorrupted by her egotism: and some-
one who understood how to foster its development,
might have managed to make her a possible if not a
perfect wife. But this needed a very special type of
man, at once firm, tender and magnetic, prepared to
guide her every step, and endowed with a moral
majesty that could fire her hero-worship, while
keeping her in healthy fear of his disapproval. Poor
William.! He was the last man to fill this role. Apart
from anything else he was far too young. Love had
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